
About The Handmade 
Knife Judging
John Priest
The following rules are in effect for the 
2017 Oregon Knife Show Handmade 
Knife Competition. 
The categories for the custom knife 
competition are : 

-   ART KNIFE   
-  BOWIE KNIFE  
-  DAMASCUS    
-  FIGHTING KNIFE   
-  FOLDING KNIFE    
-  HAND FORGED 
-  HUNTER/UTILITY 
-  MINIATURE 
-  SCRIMSHAW 
-  NEW MAKER 

1) Knives can be submitted and accepted
only from table-holders at the 2017
OKCA Show. The exception is the
New Maker category which can be
entered by any OKCA member. A “New
Maker”is one who has never entered
any competition, anywhere, ever.

2) The maker must personally submit
the knife and identify himself as the
maker of the submitted knife.

3) The Oregon Knife Collectors shall
not be held liable in any way for the
submitted knife after it has been turned
over to the Oregon Knife Collectors
Association.

4) If there is a question by the judges as to
the class/division/category into which
the knife is submitted for judging, that
knife may be ineligible for that class/
division/category. The judges, at their
discretion, may change that knife to a
more suitable category.

5) The submitted knife must have been
made after April 15, 2016 and never
previously received an award to be
eligible for competition, .

6) Knives submitted will have their
marks covered and will be numbered.
Cover material will be provided if you
do not have any. You will be asked to
cover your mark on your own knife.
This must be done before you submit
it for judging.

7) Awards will be announced Friday
afternoon about 5:00pm.  Winners
knives will be kept for display until
6:00pm. All other knives will be
returned after judging is completed.
The winners will also be announced at
the Saturday Nite Awards Presentation.

8) The submitted knives must be 88%
made by the knifemaker who submits
the knife for judging. Disclosure of the
other 12% must be noted.

9) Damascus knives can be placed in any
category, except hand forged. Hand
forged knives can be placed in any
category, except Damascus. A knife
can only be entered into one category.

10) There must be at least three knives or
submittals in a category before that
category will be eligible for an award. 

11) A new category this year will be
Scrimshaw. The artwork must be on
a knife. It must be submitted by the
scrimshander and be original artwork.
The knife does not need to have been
made by the scrimshander.

12) Knives for the Custom Knife
Competition will be accepted in
Meeting Room #3 during the hours of
1:00pm to 2:00pm Friday - April 07,
2017. The cut off time will be 2:00pm
sharp if you get the point.
Any violation of these rules will
make the knife and the maker
ineligible for awards. Any infraction
identified after the awarding will
result in forfeiture of the award.
It will be the responsibility of the
knifemaker to abide by these rules.
The Show Chairman shall be the
absolute decision maker on any
conflicts or questions should it
become necessary.

FAQ
Why do I have to cover my logo?  
(Answer) To keep the judging fair and 
not distract the judges and also to have 
somewhere to put the contest number. 
We realize that some makers have a 
very distinctive style, but this is the 
most equitable way we have found.
How many knives can I enter?  
(Answer) One per category.
Who are the judges? (Answer) We 
aren’t telling. It’s hard enough to get 
people to leave their table for an hour 
or so on Friday without making them 
justify their decisions. I will say that 
we have three judges: one local, one 
a maker and one a collector. They are 
all highly qualified, and we couldn’t 
have the contest without them.
What time do I enter?  (Answer) 
1:00pm - 2:00pm  on Friday, April 07, 
2017.
What time do I get my knife 
back? (Answer) After the judging 
is completed, there will be an 
announcement. We ask that you pick 
them up as soon as possible. The 
only exception: If you win, then we 
will keep them long enough to take 
pictures and display them.
I’m undecided about which category 
to enter. (Answer) The judges can 
change the knife to another category 
if, in their opinion, it’s better suited to 
a different category.
What about disclosure? (Answer) 
We are judging knives that were 
carried from concept through finished 
product by one person. We realize 
that this isn’t always possible, but we 
also expect you to tell us what you did 
not do to the knife. We do not want a 
knife made by committee.
What about cheating? (Answer) 
We work on the honor system. If you 
cheat, your fellow makers will know; 
and you will know.
In the event of a question not 
answered, the Show Chairman will be 
the last word. 
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OKCA Free Classified Ads

Free classified ads will run up to three issues and then be dropped. Available only to paid members. Write your ad on anything you
have handy (except bamboo leaves) and email or snail mail to the OKCA, PO Box 2091, Eugene OR 97402. The number and size of
ads submitted by a single member will be accepted, or excepted, dependent on available space and the mood of the editors.

The views and opinions implied or expressed herein by authors and advertisers are not necessarily those of the Oregon Knife Collectors Association, its editors, or its officers; and no
responsibility for such views will be assumed. The OKCA, its officers and its editors assume no responsibility for claims of advertisers for the quality of goods and services the advertiser
provides. The act of mailing or delivering a manuscript or advertisement shall constitute an express warranty on the part of the contributor that the material is original and in no way an
infringement upon the rights of others. The act of mailing or delivering a letter or question to the editor shall constitute permission to publish the letter or portion thereof unless the Oregon
Knife Collectors Association is informed otherwise in that letter. This Knewslettter is devoted to the general interest of the knife community and does not include personal information
such as births, deaths and illness. We also strive to use only material that is directed to the world of cut. Our charter mandates that our mailing list of the membership cannot be sold or used
by other than the Oregon Knife CollectorsAssociation.
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Competition at the 
April Show
The standard handmade knife competition 
and rules are included in this Knewslettter. 
This is to give each maker a head start on 
creating that special knife to enter in the 
competition in April. The theme of the 
Show is paring knives with a sidekick 
of the chef knife. Therefore this calls for 
some special categories to augment and 
abstentiousy make this a special Show. As 
is the case with the regular competition, 
all knives submitted must be presented 
by the maker or owner, in the case of 
historical knives. Submittal times are on 
Friday between 1:00pm and 2:00pm. Only 
one knife per owner/maker category.  If a 
category does not have at least three entries 
that category will be eliminated for awards.
First there will be a category for best 
handmade paring knife of Show. This will 
be open to all members. The knife must 
have been after April 15, 2016.

The second handmade category will 
be chef knife. This will be open to all 
members, and the knife must have been 
made after April of 2016.
The third category will be the chef knife 
historical. This will be a knife that was 
made prior to 1940, and the owner must 
submit this knife themselves.
The number four category will be the 
handmade Micarta handled knife made 
with the Micarta that is distributed by 
the OKCA. This is open to all members; 
and the knife is not judged but, instead, 
just the handle. The knife will be 
judged  based on the handles functional, 
ornamental or cosmetic characteristics. 
(The judges feelings whether the handle 
is functional, ornamental or cosmetic.)
In addition the paring knife blanks which 
have been enhanced by the knifemakers 
and which will be used for display 
awards will be judged.
These Show theme categories should  
be a bacterious fun event and will be a 

once only event. The same overall rules 
apply here as in the regular handmade 
competition.


